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No matter what th' oflfence— 
Be 'I great or sma)l — the cry ia "Puseyism!" 
The word now stinks within the very nostrils ; 

Salt fish is icant to 't *tis bandied every where 'f~^ 

The very markets fling it in your face. 

Does one prefer a sea'bream, these, to baches ? 

Straight cries the vender, whose adjoining stall 

Holds loaches only, — " Slight! my mind misgives me ; 

Surely this man is catering — for what?— 

A Puseyite, forsooth ! " Has any bought him 

Anchovies, and needs leek to dress them with, 

(And your green leek is pickle for a king, 

A very royal food I grant ye, sirs). 

The hei'b'Woman, with eyes askew, regards him : 

" And wliat I " says she, ** you want a leek ! friend, do ye ? 

Marry, come up ! you 're not for Puseyism, 

I hope I •'' — See Mitchell's Aristophanes, vol. ii. p. 217, 



PREFACE. 



PusEYiisM is now familiar in our mouths as 
any household word; but, as is not unusual, from 
being little understood and grievously misrepre- 
sentedy it is associated, in the minds of most, 
with no other ideas than those of rampant 
Popert/, vain superstition, and Mediceval dark-^ 
ness. If the humble writer of these pages shall 
succeed in convincing any one that instead of 
being a virulent and deadly poison, Puseyism is 
a wholesome and effectual restorative, his object 
will be fully answered. 
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PUSEYISM, 



fee. src. 



DIALOGUE BETWEEN THE REV. OLIVER OLDPATH AND 
HIS FRIEND MR. CREDULOUS HEARSAY. 

Mr. Hearsay, — Good morrow, my dear sir! 
As usual^ engaged, I find, poring over the " Oxford 
Tracts," and other pestilent productions engendered by 
them. Let me see, what have we here? Dr. Hook's 
** ChvTch Dictionary;*^ '* Select Homilies for Holy days 
and Seasons, translated from the writings of the Saints ; 
— Frere, ** On Fasting ^ its Antiquity^ Vses^ and Obli- 
gations;'* — Poole, " 0» Adorning and Decorating 
Churches;** and, as I live and breathe! a Prayer- 
Bookj with the Rubrics all in red, and actually a 
Cross on the exterior ! Then report speaks true ; — 
you HAVE turned Puseyitb ? 

Mr. Oldpath, — Indeed! and may I ask you to 
define a Puseyite? 

Mr. Hearsay. — Oh! every body knows the mean- 
ing of a Puseyite. But you want a definition, do you ? 
Why, a PiLseyite I take to be a sort of semi-Papist, 
softened down, perhaps, to suit the enlightened age in 
which we live ; imbued with a most monstrous love 



for bygone rifes and ceremonies; one who has always 
^' Catholic Antiquity ' and ^^ Primitive Tradition** on his 
lips, the **01d Fathers" on his table^ and their dust 
upon his fingers* ends; one, in short, who is coquetting 
with the ^* Scarlet Lady,** and quietly doing the Pope*s 
uDo^k^ by paving the way for bringing back all the mum- 
mei^ies and superstitious ** figments of the darkest ages.** 

Mr. OMpath. — In sooth, a formidable definition! 
enough to ^^ fright** us all ^^from our propriety !** You 
speak, of course, from ptrsonal knowledge ? You have 
drunk deeply of the writings of these Puseyites ? You 
have often met them in society ? and, doubtless, are in 
the secret as to all the plots and machinations they are 
hatching ? 

Mr. Hearsay. — Heaven forefend ! "iVb Popery*^ for 
me! I eschew Puseyism as I would the red plague or 
sweating-sickness ; no, I am a Protestant; a member 
of the Establishment; Orthodoxy is my motto ; the **o/rf 
paths** are what I like, — no profane novelties for me. 

Mr. Oldpath. — Methinks my friend has fallen into 
the somewhat vulgar error of calling things by their 
wrong names, and taking for granted that what the 
world says must be true ; however, I shall not despair 
of disabusing him, and in the end, perhaps, he may 
find himself more of a Puseyite than he anticipates. 

Mr., Hearsay. — Your humble servant find himself 
a Puseyite ! small chance of that ; too good a member 
of the Establishment to take up with Puseyism, I 
flatter me ! 

Mr. Oldpath. — Brave words ! but time will shew. 
However, let there be a truce to jesting (even among 
friends), Puseyism is, it is true, a nickname, and the 



world must bear the blame of haying coined it ; still it 
concems Religion^ and that is holy ground* 

Mr, Hearsay. — Nay, no offence ; you asked me to 
define a word in every body's mouth, and so I did \X 
to the best of my ability ; if I am wrong, correct me, 
I am not above making honest confession of n>y errqr^ 

Mr, Oldpath, — ^To prove you are in error> will aoti 
I think, be a Herculean labour. The fact is, yovki like 
many others^ have been led away by words ; you have 
lent implicit ear to the accounts of ignorance and pre^ 
judice; you have '^ pinned your faith*^ on the assertions, 
or rather i\ie perversions, of mendacious journalists and 
ultra-Protestant reviewers, on garbled extracts from 
the "Tracts"* themselves ; you have taken every thing 
for granted^ and have examined nothing for yoixrself ; 
the blind has had the leading of the blind \ what 
marvel, then, if both have/etZfen into the ditch? 

Mr, Hearsay, — Well, your charges come against 
me^Hn whole battalions ;' substantiate them, and I will 
read my recantation. But, first, before we enter on the 
matter, enlighten me on one point. When was the 



* The pleasant antagonists of the Oxford men, after tliey have torn 
out ^le hlood end entraih from a Tracts set up the skektcfa^ in Aome brutal- 
ised form, with their own masks and paper lanterns about the jawg, and 
invite all the gentlemen of the press, and their own friends in particular, 
to see the thow. The public, and especially the Religious world, avert their 
eyes in horror : — '* Is it possible" they say, **that such monsters in doctrine 
should walk abroad through Protestant England! Such execrable paper shapes 
of Antichrist !" "Gentlemen,'* says the prime showman, " I assure you, 
that if you were to see the originals in life, you would be still more horrified,*^ 
** Like enough/* ii the reply, ** but take them away, for we will tee no more of 
such unprincipled Protestantism, Let the fanatic mountebanks know that the 
genius of Christianity proscribes them l'*.*^ Third Letter of a Reformed 
Catholic, p. 5. 
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system commoriljr called ** Puseyism** set on foot, and 
tt?^ were these all-engrossing " Trctcts " first sent into 
the world ? 

Mh. Oldpath, — Stop, I must set you right; you 
speak of the system commonly called Puseyism ; now, 
it so happens, Dr. Pusey had no more to do than you 
had in the first promotion of the system {PercevaVs 
Vindication, p. 39). The publication of the ''Tracts" 
origmated in 1833 with the Rev. Messrs. Perceval and 
Newman, the (late) Rev. Mr. Froude, and the lamented 
H. J. Rose. 

Mr. Hearsay. — Well, now this is odd! I always 
thought that the whole *' head and front" oftheofiending 
lay with Dr. PtLsey; so much for trusting to report. 
But why send forth these *< Tracts," and why add '* for 
the limes ?•' 

Mr. Oldpath. — They were so styled because con- 
sidered suitable for times in which ^^ a heavy blow and 
^eat discouragement " had been inflicted on the Irish 
Charch by the suppression of Ten Sees, — for times in 
which, moreover, the press was made to teem with 
pamphlets calling for alterations in the Prayer^Booh ; 
and for what, forsooth ? — to conciliate the many-headed 
monster called ^'Dissent*' by adulterating its doctrines 
with an admixture of Socinian leaven t The general 
design, however, of the "Tracts," as given in their 
Preface, was the ^^ practical revival of Doctrines which, 
though held by the ^r^a^ Divines of our Church, have 
at present become obsolete with the majority of her 
members, and are withdrawn from public view, even by 
** the more learned and orthodox few who still adhere 
** to them/* — {Preface to the Tracts.) 
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y;- Mr. Hearsay, -^Sq far, I grant ,you^ |iU. arenas 
ftoiootli and fair. Ten Bishoprics *^' ai am Jfll swoop'* 
extinguished, all for the love and welfare-sJii}:^^ Iwh 
Chureh ! Why this was next akin to bleeding a sick 
man to eleath to make him strong and lustyt; ^andi f^ Jhr 
conciliating Dissenters^ as well might a&e.<^)^tfi?)pttto 
satisfy the tmn ^' daughters of the Horsdeech*' r\ ; (.^ 

Mr. Oldpath. — You do allow, then, that^^tlMfre 
was a cattse for rallying round the Church io tkfU her 
hour of treachery and peril ? y^ 

Mr. Hearsay. — Undoubtedly there was^ but in the 
extract quoted you mentioned *^ the practical revival of 
doctrines at present become o&^oZe^e;" what were U^^? 
Ever since the Reformation^ which purged our Chi^ph 
from Romish errors, I thought that Clergymen, (jbiiad 
preached, and Laymen had believed^ the self-same doc- 
trine? 

Mr. Oldpaih. — In theory it was so, not in pr(^c^ 
tiee ; the Clergy of the Church of England pre^Qi^dy 
and the Laity listened to their preaching, but oa ^her 
side, from various causes, a something of vital iij^^r- 
tance was lost sight of. -tw 

Mr, Hearsay. — What was this something jifVk alJLi^e 
to? ' .... 

Mr. Oldpath. — The Clergy too generally neg- 
lected to inculcate Church principles; th^y did not 
call attention to the origin, and constitution, and pecu* 
liar system of the Church; and what was the result?^— ^ 
why, that the Laity were, in great part, ignorant of the 
nature, and insensible of the privileges, the duties, 
and responsibilities, belonging to Church-membership. 

Mr, Hearsay, — I must own myself to be s^Q^ong 
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th& number; I am aware you often introduce the terms 
Oku9f(A<«ad^ Ckarch System in your Bennons, and 
this it is which many in your parish say, savours so 
ibidl o£^'fl»j^yJm'* and the ''Tracts." 

Mr. Oldpaih. — Aye, aye ! no doubt ; but time will 
brisgt them to a better mind; and they will see that 
ihe^eniwal of old Church principles is different from the 
foisting in of new ones. You just now confessed, your- 
self^ i think, not quite at home upon the points to 
which I made allusion ? 

Mr, Hearsay. — I did so ; I candidly admit that, 
though sincerely attached to the Establishment, a 
regular attendant upon Public worship^ and a Commu* 
fMont^ I never have bestowed much serious thought 
tipon thesfe subjects. 

Mr. Oldpath. — Your case is not a singular one, 
and it was to induce you^ and others like you^ to reflect, 
and to assist you in arriving at the truth in matters of 
d«ep and practical importance, that the '' Tracts" were 
firat pot forth. 

Mr, Hearsay. — How then, let me ask, would you 
describe simply, and in few words, the origin, and con- 
f^ilvieum, and system, of the Church, which you just 
now classed under the general expression of Church 
principles ? 

Mr. Oldpath. — ^A question, this, more easy to be 
briefly asked than answered briefly ; however, I will 
do my best. In the Apostles' Creed you profess your 
belief in '* the Holy Catholic Church,'* and in a Collect 
you pray " more especially for its good estate." Do 
you not ? 

Mr. Hearsay. — I do; but have sometimes thought 



it rather Popi&h, it seems to identify ut of ><2ie 'JSs/a«> 
btishment with ^^CaihoUcSy^ whose eirors aa»l siipesiddV 
tions we regret. , i:- . c. i: 

Mr. OldpatA.-^You mean, I think^ ^d RiOMAN 
Catholics^ or rather Romanists. '^GathoXiICv'' jrba Mow, 
means {7n22;er^a2, — the ** Catholic CAurci,"^— thail/TOcn* 
5aZ Church (as open to a// who seek adBaission vnto- it 
by Holy Baptism). You see, then, that by usUi^ Urn 
unguarded language you and others virtually pronounee 
yourselves to be Schismatics, you virtually unahorch 
yourselves, for you declare that Romanists slone belong 
to the '* one Catholic^' or Universal Church. 

Mr. Hearsay. — I see the force of your remark ; 
this never occurred to me before* Then this, I prett 
sume, accounts for you Tractarians being so lond «pf 
employing the word Catholic in all your semsons; 
for my part, I am more used to call myself a Protestkmi 
or member of the Establishment. — 

Mr. Oldpath. — Excuse me for the interruption) b«l 
you are verging on another error. By calling yow>* 
self a Protestant, you ^' only tell us you are not a 
'' Romanist, while at the same time you may be what is 
*^ far worse, a SociniaUy or even an Infidely for all tbesQ. 
*^ are united under the common principle of protesting 
^* against Popery." — (Hook's Church Dictionary,) 
Again, with regard to the Establishment, the State has 
indeed established the Reformed branch of the Catholic 
Church in our own country as the acknowledged Reli- 
gious System of the Land. But were the Chwrch to 
cease to be Established, on the morrow, — were her 
ministers ejected, — their temporal possessions confis* 
cated, — their altars overthrown, she would not cease 
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to be a Church, she would remain the same branch of 
the one Catholic and Apostolic Church she now is, 
and having exactly the same claim upon our love, our 
veneration, and obedience. Ignorance of this it is 
which makes Dissenters talk so flippantly of ^^ Act of 
Parliament Churchy and Act of Parliament Religion J* 
—(See' Hook's *' Call to Union," p. 130.) 

Mr. Hearsay, — Aye, you remind me of a Chartist 
Orator's harangue I heard the other day ; the burden 
of which was, the rights of conscience^ the dignity of 
man, the iniquity of making human beings worship 
God by Act of Parliament ! ! But how then would 
you have us designate ourselves, if the terms Pro- 
testant and members of the Established Church are 
open to objection ? 

Mr. Oldpath. — Why, though I do not wish to 
fasten a quarrel on the name of Protestant, yet I 
should say you would be describing yourselves more 
correctly as Reformed* — or Anglo -Catholics ; but let 
us return to the point we were about to speak of, — the 
origin and nature of the Church. " The Catholic Church 
" is a society which has Christ for its founder ; its pre- 
" sct^bed form of admission is the Holy Sacrament of 
^' Baptism ; its constant badge oi membership is the Holy 
'* Sacrament of the Eucharist ; its peculiar duties are 
"repentance, faith, obedience; its ^ecxxWes privileges^ 
" union with God through Christ its Head, and hereby 
" forgiveness of sins, present grace, and future glory ; 
its officers ^xe Bishops, Priests, ^ud Deacons, in regular 
succession from the Apostles. It has the Bible for its 



* Se« Introduction to First and Second " Letters of a Reformed Catholic." 



it 
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" code of laws, and a divine tradition for precedents to 
" aid in the interpretation of that code on disputed 
"points.- (Hook's Church Dictionary.) 

Mr. Hearsay. — You seem to lay much stress upon 
a regular succession in the ministry ; is this the doctrine 
of the Apostolical succession so much insisted on hy the 
Tractarians ? 

Mr. Oldpath. — Yes, and it is a most important 
doctrine which every one should understand. The 
authority to administer the Sacraments, to preach 
and teach^ is derived hy the Clergy from the Apostles, 
and through them from Christ himself. ** As Christ 
was sent hy the Father, so He sent the Apostles; 
as they were sent by Christ, so did they send the first 
race of Bishops; these sent the second race; the 
second race the third, and so down to our present 
Bishops, who can thus trace their spiritual descent 
from St. Peter and St. Paul." (Hook's CL Die). 
They, like the Apostles, have alone the right of ordain- 
ing subordinate Ministers, Priests, and Deacons, a 
right which they have exercised from the days of the 
Apostles to the present. Thus, you see, has the Apo- 
stolical Succession been continued on, like the unbroken, 
links of an ever lengthening chain ; and they alone are 
to be esteemed as lawful Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, 
who can give proof of their comnaission by having been 
the one, Episcopally consecrated i the other, Episco- 
pally ordained, 

Mr, Hearsay. — Well, I must confess that your 
account of the origin and nature of the Church is 
calculated to inspire far higher, holier, and soul-ele- 
vating views, upon the subject, than those entertained 
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by ihe generality of Churchmen. We are too apt to 
regard the Cbureh as a merely human institution — the 
creasture of the State ; whereas, correctly speaking, it 
U a divinely organised society^ endowed with ^^ great 
fuid fflcmtms privileges,'' and presided over by Ministers 
deri^isg^' their spiritual commission from Christ and 
\m' Apostles. 

Mr. Oldpath. — Exactly so; these matters, as I 
stated, had been too much lost sight of by the Clergy 
in their preaching; this naturally produced an ill 
effect upon the faith and practice of the Laity ; the 
kuter were members of the Church, rather by chance or 
habit than upon conviction and principle; the Sacraments 
were Ughtly thought of, more, as ^^rnere badges and 
tokens of Christian men's profession " than as *'sure wit" 
nesses and effecttial signs of grace ;" the one (or giving^ 
the other for supporting, spiritual life. Men's private 
judgment was exalted in an undue degree ;* their will, 
not Scripture and the Scriptural teaching of the Churchy 
was law to them, and schism was no longer deemed a 
heinous sin from which to say '^ Good Lord, deliver vs" 
the office of the Clergy was not duly reverenced as the 
sole authorised dispensers of the means of grace, nor did 
men regard the Church as the divinely provided *^ ark" 
of their salvation, received into which they could alone 
be sure of passing ^' the waves of this troublesome 
world " in covenant with God, members of their 
Saviour Christ, and so, inheritors of Heaven. 

* " L«t U0 take care to retain it (viz. the priDciple of the sufficiency 
of Scripture) in the Reformers' sense, and not in one which, as Luther's 
phrase was. would make every Individual Christian "carry a Pope within," 
— First Letter of a Reformed Catholic, p. 9. 
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Mr. Heaarsay, — Bat you spoke just nowy I tkink, 
of the Church having Tradition to assist in the inters 
pretation of the Bible. Now this^ I have heaitl,^ is 
another ckeval de bataille with the PuseyUes; yet, sarely, 
the very name is redolent of Popery in its ^im0i pahay 
days» our sixth Article declares, that '< Holy Seriptnre 
contains all things necessary for Salvation/' wh^tefei>e 
need tradition then? 

Mr. Oldpatk. — Your error, here, again arises from 
calling things by their wrong names* Yon are con** 
founding the arbitrary ^ unwritten^ unrecorded Tradition 
of the Church of Rome^ with written^ recordedy CathoUe 
Tradition.* *' On all points where the meaning of 
Scripture is disputed^ the Church of Christ has had 
recourse to the recorded judgment of preceding ages; 
elucidating Scripture by the testimony of those who 
lived in primitive times." This is the principU whidi 
guided our Reformers^ as is plain from various passages 
in the Introduction to our Prayer-Book^ in the Artides^ 
and Homilies^ as also from the Canon instructiiig 
Preaehersy *^ That they shall never teach any thing for 
a discourse^ but what is agreeable to the doctrine oi the 
Old and New Testament and what the CajthMc Fathers 
and ancient Bishops have collected out of that same 
volume" {Canons, 1571.) 

Mr. Hearsay. — I see plainly your distinction. The 
Reformers then did not (like some UUrc^PtotesUmts^ 
consider the Old Fathers as ^^ drivelling mystiea/* or 
^^ old womanish divines ;'* did not think their writings 
*' dust'* and " rubbish ;" but valued them as witnesses 

• ** CathoUe,** — "quod ubiqu£, quod semper, quod ab wn»i6w,"— 
" universality, antiquity, consent.** 



16 

of Holy Writ) and guides in the interpretation of the 
Scripture ; they did not, it would appear, consider them 
as giving a sanction and encouragement to Popery? 

Mr. Oidpaih. — That they did value them is plain, 
else they would scarce be spoken of, in different 
HomiHeS) as " godly Preachers," " learned Doctors," 
** ^reat Clerks," and " Holy Bishops ; " while, so for 
from supporting the corruptions of the Romish Church, 
(Catholic), Tradition is the very evidence on which we 
convictwhatis/abeZ^ called Tradition by the Romanists.* 

Mr. Hearsay. — But do not the Tractarians put 
Tradition on the same footing of authority with Scrips 
ture, and so fall into the very error of the Romanists? 

Mr. Oldpath. — You shall be answered in the 
words of Mr. Perceval. 1st. *' We (the Tractarians) 
believe that by the over-ruling Providence of God, it 
hath been so ordered that Holy Scripture does contain 
aU things necessary for men either to believe or do in 
order to salvation. 2d. We believe that He who has 
given OS the Scriptures has also, for the more effect- 
ually guarding the sacred truths to which they witness, 
provided assistance^ in the testimony of the Churchy 
from the beginning, as exhibited in the writings of the 
andeni Christians^ wonderfully preserved and handed 
down: which testimony men are not at liberty to lay 
aside" Perceval's Vindication, p. 7. 

Mr. Hearsay. — Assuredly, no objection can be 
made to this, their pri7iciple, it seems, is but identical 
with that of the Reformers. Let me ask, however, do 
not the Tractarians advocate certain/orm^ and practices 

* See Dr. Uook b Sermon, entitled *' 'J^he Novelties of Rotuanism ; or». 
Popery Refuted by Traditwn:" also No. XIII. of" Englishman's Mag.*' 
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not saDCtioned by our Church, and likely, th^esfore lo 
cause suspieion and offence ? »- . 

Mr, Oldpath. — My memory does not isern&nie^ 
but, perhaps, you will be good enough to name thtoi. 

Mr. Hearsay, — Why, bowing towards theolZ&w); 
Bxudi reading a great portion of the Service towanirt^}; 
preaching in a Surplice^ and discarding tibe ClerhAt^m 
his Tocation. 

Mr. Oldpath, — Another proof of the great, ^no^ 
ranee of Churchmen on matters connected with ihe 
Churchy to whose communion they belong. These 
several practices, so far from being opposed to, are iu 
exact accordance with, the intention of the Cfafureh.; 
the blame rests not with those among the Clergy mho 
have revived what had grown obsolete, but with thoM 
who, from their negligence and carelessness, or from 
a mistaken wish of yielding to weah scruples, hav€i 
suffered them to fall into disuse. But let us coneiddr 
your objections one by one. At the repetition of , the 
Creed you bow, I presume, at mention of the SavicHrr'flt 
name 1 

Mr. Hearsay. — Undoubtedly I do, for it is enjoiiiied 
in Scripture. 

Mr. Oldpath. — And in what direction do you bow? 

Mr. Hearsay. — Oh, towards the Communion Tahle^ 
or the Altar as you persist in calling it, but that, you 
know, is customary. 

Mr. Oldpath. — Then why accuse the Clergym&M o{ 
Popery who at the mention of the name of Jems^ ^^ does; 
due and lowly reverence'* in the same direction? 

Mr. Hearsay. — Oh ! but in doing so, he often turns 
his back upon the Congregation, and this seems siich 

B 
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singalarity and affectation ; indeed, it is this practice 
of t»hifiing their position ever and anon, during the 
service, which is one great characteristic of the 
Puseyites. 

Mt, Oldpath, — Villanous custom^ (out upon the 
"Wotd !) has too long sanctioned />r«ac^«n^ the Prayers^ 
and not the Sermon only, towards the people. " In the 
days of the Reformers, and for some time after, the 
ministers turned from the people in prayer^ to them in 
exhortation; so that even by his action the people could 
distinguish between his address to them and his address 
for them and with them to God ; they were continually 
reminded, by outward circumstances, of the holy duty 
in which they ought to be engaged."* 

Mr. Hearsay, — Well, well, I grant that this distinc- 
tion is calculated to convey the spirit and meaning of 
our service, and to keep up the devout attention of the 
congregation (otherwise too apt to flag). What say 
yon, though, to preaching in that ^*Rag of Popery'* 
the Surplice? 

Mr, Oldpath. — Simply that it is practised in all 
Cathedrals^ which should be patterns and examples to 
Parochial Churches, For ^^ Black Geneva Preaching 
gowns'^ we have to thank those ^^ godly ^' ^'painful" 
men the * Puritans;" and they, you will allow, sug- 
gest no very pleasing recollections, 

Mr. Hearsay, — No, truly ! a King and an Arch" 
bishop murdered^ Church and Cathedral ransacked and 
profaned; these were the outward symptoms of their 
** purity." But why dislodge the Clerk? What has 
be done ? Why is his " occupation gone?" 

•'See Pr. Hook's " CaU to Union," pp. llf.118. 
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Mr. Oldpath.-^ BeQB,use he is no losg^r .needed. 
The office of the Clerk* (a different personage from 
him of whom the Rubrics speak) was owing to folk's 
Ignorance at the Reformation; all could not read,(ao 
they required some one to isad them in i9iaA2»^! their 
responses ; now, this is not the case^ and so the Clerk 
becomes an actual stumbling-block to joint ami au- 
dible derotion; the congregation look upon him aa 
their embodied representative and mouth-piece, 

Mr. Hearsay, — There is another point. Those 
great tall ^^ Lights" upon the Altar ^ what do you say 
to them? 

Mr, Oldpath. — That they are not only permitted, 
but actually enjoined; and that those who cry. ou,t 
^^ Popery'* and ^^ novelty" may see them in all Ca- 
thedral Churches, and almost every College Chapel ait 
our Universities. (See Hook's Ch, Diet,: ^^ Lights 
upon the Altar J') 

Mr, Hearsay, — That suspicious-looking Prayer-Booh 
on your table reminds me too, that '^ Crosses" as we^ 
as ^* Candles" may be seen upon some *^ Altars;" is 
this defensible? 

Mr, Oldpath. — Prithee, why not, when it is a usufil 
ornament upon the Eastern gable of our Churches? 
A party in the Church cries out anathema against 
Reserve f in preaching upon the Atonement of the 
Saviour, but would enforce Reserve most stringently 
as to displaying the holy symbol of the Saviour's 



• " Clerh.** See Hook's *' Ch. Diet. ;" and Poo1e*s '• Lecturea on 
the Structure and Decoration uf Churches," p. 19. 

■f For the real object of Tracts 80 and 8f , which, like many others, 
have been *' dissected" upon the approved principle in the Note, p. 7, see 
the Rev. U. A. Woodgate's " Brief analysis of them,** 
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Passion, Axpon the Altar. (See Hook's CA. JDid^: 
Cross.) 

/ jlfn- Hearsay. — ^Well, granting the truth of all that 
you huAresaidy itPuseyism does not tend to Popery ^ vrkf 
have there been oonyersions/rom it to the Romish faith? 

Mf^-'Oidpath, — My reply shall be a passage from 
M^k ^ JJiSNddworth's Sermon '^ On Allegiance to the 
Ghwteh" ''In no one instance has a member of the 
Church of England^ known to be well informed in what 
are termed Church or Catholic principles^ ever con* 
formed to the Romish communion. The chaUenge to 
adduce such an instance has been repeatedly made and 
never answered.'* (Dodsworth's Sermon^ p. 6.) 

Mr. Hearsay. — But will you go so far as to .assert 
that there is not one *^jot or tittle" objectionable in 
(fff^ of the Tracts ? 

Mr. Oldpath, — I will assert no such thing, but will 
say with Mr. Perceval, '' That the misapplication of 
principles by individuals holding them affords no just 
ground for reproaching the principle themselves^ nor 
the h^y in general who hold those principles, and do 
not concur in the (supposed) misapplication of them'' 
{Vindication^ p. 16); and I will ^^ entreat all sincere 
Christians to gather from them what good they contain ; 
and iot the rest, to bear in mind that if there should be 
any thing erroneous^ their duty is to make allowances 
for human infirmity." {Preface to Plain Sermons by 
Contributors to the Tracts, See, also, Tract 90, p. 67.) 

. Mr. Hearsay. — Well, I sincerely thank you for all 
the information you have given me; I had been led to 
understand that Puseyism was synonymous with Po^ 
ptay^ and that the Tractarians were but Jesuits in dis^ 
^ftii^'*^their system 9l pestilent and soulrdestraying one; 



henceforth I shall be more guarded in takitfg ^fof 
granted all the world may please to say. 

Mr. Oldpath. — You begin to see, I trtiBtV^heVfoUy 
and the mischief of being ^* blown about" by er&py'idi^ 
^^tmnd'* of hearsay. Puseyism is, we kfioWvthe*^**^flr«rf*' 
ii^ dish" or rather ^^ rechauffe" at eyery dinn^rrtitble ; 
it has become ^^ familiar in our mouth as W^ k^nieh^M' 
tvord;" the misnomer greets your entrance intaarery 
drawing-room ; but put the question^ " What is: Pw- 
sexism?" — request a sketch of this same hideoua non^ 
descript — this '* Franhenstein creation" and straight the' 
voices of young and old, of Miss and Madam, so lately 
eloquent, are mute^ — Echo alone replies! Or ask, 
again, of those who rail so stoutly at the " leptous dis- 
tilments" of the Tracts, by what especial pctssage of 
assertion their bile has been stirred up — the smoothneeS' 
of their orthodoxy ruffled? Oh ! they have never read 
the Tracts! Not they! Heaven forbid such things 
should '^ come betwixt the wind and their nobility!" 

Mr, Hearsay. — The edge of your remarks is some^. 
thing keen, but there is no gainsaying their general 
truth. It does seem that on thisy as on many other 
subjects^ they know the least who talk the loudest. But ' 
to return from all that you have said, I am to infer 
that; so far from doing grievous harm, threatening the - 
welfare of the Church, and tending to bring back 
erroneous and unscriptural views and practices^ the 
Tractarians have done much good^ and vnll do more. 
You think they have, in fact, infused new life-blood 
into the torpid system of the Churchy and that althoQgb 
they seem to insist strongly upon outward forms and 
rites, they at the same time insist as strongly upon\ 
inward piety and holiness ; that, in short, they would' 
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inak6 these very forms efficient handmaids in the ser* 
'riQeoi Religion J ^pure and undefiled." 
" Mr, Oldpath. — You have expressed my sentiments. 
It has been my endeavour throughout our conversa- 
ticOi tQ diirabude your mind on the subject of Puseyism 
waA'ih^ Oxford Tracts; to shew yon that, instead of 
being 'advocates of bygone superstitions and onscrip* 
ttlral ^^figmentSj" their authors are the firmest oppo« 
nents of the Church of Rome^ so far as she is Romish ; 
that instead of seeking to bring in novelties in doctrine 
and in practice^ their aim is to revive *'{>W Church 
principles'' and practices^ which existed in the earliest 
afid purest ages of the Church ; the revival of which 
a/fifords the only solid barrier against Popery on the 
one hand, and Dissent upon the other. They would 
exhibit the Church of England in her true and prop^ 
light, as the " via media,' — '* The centre between two 
vicious extremes: the extreme, on the one hand, of 
Catholicism, which is Popery, and the extreme of Pro^ 
testantism on the other hand, which we will speak of 
as uUra-'Protestantism*'^ By regular attention to Fes- 
tivals and Fasts, by weekly Prayers, by Alms-giving, 
by frequent participation in the Eucharist, they would 
beget and foster in our minds such an abiding sense of 
God*s continual presence as shall lead to self-denial and 
habitual devotion, and serve us as a constant check 
upon our thoughts^ our words, and actions, when abroad 
and in the busy world. By strict observance of the 
Rubric, they would make the service of the Church 
no longer a cold, dull, lifeless form, but one replete 
with interest, and life, and meaning; nay, by the in- 

* See Dr. Hook's Sermon, " Moderation of the Cburcb of Kiigland." 
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temal arrangement ''^ and ardbitectural decoratiosus of 
our churches, they would make the *' Gaspal to be 
preached (pre-eminently^ indeed, in the. Churck^ hut) 
subordinately by the Church itself'' (Poolb's LeQiurett^ 
p« 17.) Wonderful has been the effect already^ pS a 
steady, progressive attempt to accomplish ^£i^i -butU 
is trifling in comparison to what may be expected when 
the Church system shall be fully understood, and when, 
by the general co-operation of her members^ it shaU be 
developed in all its majesty and beauty. I cannot 
better terminate our conversation than by calling your 
notice to the following extract from a Periodical « of 
well-known and deserved celebrity: — *' If they (tie 
Tractarians) have attacked ultra-Protestantism on thje 
one side, they have struck Romanism on the other ; if 
they have recalled men's thoughts to works, they have 
not trenched on justification by faith ; if they have 

* Thanks to the revival of a better spirit, the ancient churches of the 
land, which for generatjons hare groaned beneath the heavy hand of Vanr 
dalism, are again standing forth in all their pristine beauty ; ** their storied 
windows bright with gorgeous hues,** their walls no longer hid bj "cartloads 
of platter and hogsheads of yellow oohre" their carved screens and eanopiad 
fonts set free from sevenfold coatings of " whits paint and Pru$$ian blu4,'* 
their naves disencumbered from those cushioned, and carpeted, and cur- 
tained "abortions of a Puritanic age, those distractors of devotion, which (in 
to far at they tend to deaden the feeling, that in the House of Prayer we 
are all one body) offend against our glorious belief in the Commtution <if 
Saints;** and of which it has been observed with truth, that " Self -right- 
eousness was their origin; pride continues them; and quarrels and eoh' 
tentiont are their daily result." 

Let us devontly hope, that wherever, in this our day, the Heavenward 
spire is seen to rise, it may surmount a Church, which though lacking the 
associations and perhaps the splendour of antiquity, shall yet be strictly 
Catholic as to its plan and its interior arrangement ; having its ehanael and 
nave distinct ; encumbered by no pews ; disfigured by no rival pulpit from 
which^to preach the prayers ; but with its open seats of o&k, and its "font 
of stone** (not composition) " set in the ancient usual place.** {Canon 81.) 
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iosisted on forms, they have endeavoured to spiritualise 
them all; if they have elevated the office of the 
Clergy, tKey have laid on them an increased weight of 
moral responsibility; if they have raised the Church 
before men's eyes, they have taught them to look 
through always, and see in it Him who is the Head. 
Self-examination is enforced, but self-consciousness de- 
precated ; respect for tradition revived, but veneration 
for the Scriptures revived too. While men are carried 
back to the study and imitation of antiquity, they are 
reminded also of their allegiance to the Church in 
which they were born ; rationalism is condemned^ but 
reason not stigmatised ; the study of the Fathers is 
urged, hutth&'extent of their testimony restricted; mor- 
tification of self is imposed, but superstitious asceticism 
checked; the privileges of baptism are magnified, yet so 
as to enhance the necessity of personal holiness ; the 
defects of the Reformation are pointed out, but this is 
coupled with a grateful acknowledgment of the bless* 
ings of which God has made it the source. We trust 
and believe the authors will find a blessing resting 
upon their labours ; and all those who love their 
country and their Church will heartily wish them God 
speed." As you and I, Mr. Hearsay, are, I trust, 
among those who *'love their country and their Church" 
let us heartily say Amen to this. 

Mr. Hearsay. — Most willingly; and from hence- 
forth may / and others act more in accordance with 
the Scriptural maxim, — '^ Judge not according to the 
appearance, but judge righteous judgment." 
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